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Readings: Jeremiah 1. 4-10; Psalm 27; 1 Corinthians 13.1-13; Luke 4.21-31 
 

Do not be afraid, God is with us 
 

Today may well prove to be one of the most significant days in the life of this Parish. It has the potential to 

change who we are and the way we live out our individual and collective calling to be cherish here in the 

contexts in which we find ourselves in South Hurstville within the Diocese of Sydney and multi-cultural, 

multi faith Australia-blessed by an abundance of so many things except perhaps one, in a world in which so 
many have so very little materially and in terms of security and freedoms. A world in which many of those 

who have so little of what we have in abundance, have an abundance of what we are lacking. I wonder if you 

can guess what I am talking about or whether you think I am talking in riddles? 

Before I explain the riddle, there is another riddle, or perhaps a better description is paradox that I want to 

mention. This is whilst today’s Parish Council planning day may prove to be transformative for who we are 

as God’s people at St Mark’s, that does not necessarily mean lots of things will change in terms of what we 
do. For today is not primarily about planning events, establishing a programme of activities for the year, it 

has to my mind a much more important and significant purpose. To help us all catch a clearer vision of who 

we are, our strength and challenges we face, which will be best met by using the strengths and also a clearer 

vision of who we are called to become as the Body of Christ=the Church. The key thing I hope we all will 

carry into today is that being is more important than doing. What we individually and collectively are called 

to be has been variedly described as “living reminders of God”; “signpost to another order, another way of 

life, another kingdom”; what we are uniquely called to do is to point to –help people experience- that the 
underlying reality at heart of the universe is the God who in Jesus reveals Godself to be all embracing, never 

ending, unconditional love. The church is the body of people who cannot bear that, that should go 

unrecognised and so ever gives of itself that that love should be known and received with all its transforming 

effect. 

This begs the question – Have we been grabbled by a sense of who we are and are called to become? Have 

we felt God’s hand and call upon us? Do we know how much we are loved, are we “blown away” by that 

knowledge and the sense of God’s presence and action on our lives? 

Jeremiah certainly was! There is no mistaking that something profound happened to Jeremiah -Sense that 

God was calling him, that God was making claims upon him and his life, that God knew him, intimately. 
Jeremiah responded in a predictable way - that we can easily identify with - we do it so often if challenged to 

do something that we know will make demands on us! He makes excuses, gives reasons why he couldn’t 

possibly be the one to be God’s prophet! But as is always the case, God promises that it is God who will 
provide Jeremiah with what is necessary; all that is needed is Jeremiah’s availability to be used. Faith and 

trust, that’s what’s needed, yes, at times they are sorely tested, but the whole book of Jeremiah is testimony 

to the way God is faithful to God’s promise, do not be afraid, for I am with you, to deliver you, a promise 
repeated at the end of the chapter. 

I said that there are key challenges we face. A part of today is about more clearly identifying them and 

beginning to look at how we can address them. Of these challenges, 2 stand out in my mind. 

1) Small number involved in Study groups and the limited response to opportunities that we seek to 

provide for discussing and sharing our faith, and so linking life and faith together, the poverty of our 

prayer life in a community. I accept that I have responsibility and culpability in this! Lack of passion 

and enthusiasm, revealed in Passionate Spirituality yet again the lowest factor in NCD survey. 

2) Increasing age of congregation and dearth of younger people, families with children; teenagers  and 

young adults. Raises questions of how we do church, particularly on Sunday morning. 
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Matter made more pressing because Joy Martin and Betty Allen have indicated that the time has come for 

them to relinquish the role they have filled many years in nurture and faith formation of young through 

Sunday School.  On another occasion we will take opportunity to properly acknowledge their dedicated and 

faithful and life impacting ministry, but I want today to acknowledge how much as a community we are in 
their debt, and how much I personally have valued and appreciate what they have done and been, Betty and 

Joy, thank you, but I also need to say as a community we have failed to support you as well as we might, my 

fault as much as anyone else’s, suspect we have also failed you in not relieving you of that role before now! 

I also said that we will best meet our challenges by using our strengths, amongst which are the support and 

care for one another, creativity and teamwork, not taking ourselves seriously and that we make space and 

time for celebration and laughter.  So as we go about our discussions today, we should not lose sight of the 

fact that there is much to celebrate about St Mark’s , to acknowledge the things that we have attempted with 

variety of results over past year-18months- Production of DVD and booklet; Quintessential services; St 

James institute, Salsa night; ongoing success of fete and art show; Kids Hope Aus’; Anglicare Toys N 

Tucker at the shops, Participatory sermons; 90th Anniversary; music concerts; SMACKS; I’m sure you can 

all identify others. 

To come back to my opening riddle – what we are lacking most is our sense of the presence and activity of 

God, our God consciousness, if you like, or if we have it, we are keeping it to ourselves, we don’t share it; 
talk about it, celebrate. That is the great difference between us who in so many other ways have so much and 

those in Haiti, DRC, many other parts of Africa; Palestine; Myanmar; who have so little, either materially or 

in terms of freedom and security, but who in the face of overwhelming odds display a vitality of faith that is 

both astounding and humbling. 

What needs to happen for us to begin to display the same kind of faith and trust and hope and confidence that 

God is indeed with us? And to live that out and make us want to share it with others, but also be so different 

in the way we live that others are provoked to find out what it is that we have because it’s so appealing they 

want it too! 

 

__________________________ 


